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Haiti  turmoil  strands  Baptist  teams 

PORT-AU-PfllfiCC  (BP  and  Id  Alabama,  GeoKk,  aod  U)^  ing  diiaclor  of  the  LouiaiaiMi 
local  rapofta)  -  Abofut  200  Biina  were  woilmtg  to  raturn  Baptiat  Goove^km,  ro^  0^ 
Soutbm  Baptiatc  on  mb-  home  Oib  uvaek,  accowBna  to  the  vkiknoe  while  hoiiae^  the 
•km  were  tnpped  in  Haiti  laat  Baptiat  Preae  (BP)  kte^wi  Crob-dea-BouquM  ^CFViwa 
week  after  viote  riot!  doaed  aSrablUwd peeae  rmmrta.  of  the  Qpm)  nabdoo  boyg  to 
aiiports.  xfc  Southern  BaptiB  teama  Port-au-Prince  with  jg  mbakm 

Tlie  Woodbnd  Community  iimihFed  have  wjt  reported  any  mmbera  from  Umbiaiy.  ^ 
Churdi  (Bradenton,  Ft)  and  ixyurbatoteammeinbera.  ^  total  m  ^ 

The  Gla«  Church  (Mt  Ju-  At  leaat  duee  Haitiana  were 

Bet,  Th.)  team  arrived  aabb  at  killed  July  6  in  rioting  after  ^  ^ 

the  airport  in  Port-au-Prmcse  the  jRwernment  announced  it  uv- 

tbb  mom^”  the  Bradenton  wouM^rabenwprioea  that  were 
church  poited  on  ita  Faoebook  already  WgCOne  oartor  erti- 

-«is“:."3ai£irs:  SssrSifeS 

sEsasr**'^  £^j£SSii^ 

^  inaedute  gnnip  dnrins  Tlie  gawmineiit  dropped  >—  oom- 

their  ertended  Ifcp^  ptaM  to  ntoe  price,  .fter  the  ^ 

SlfcrfV^Stri^eWlSl'  ^  SSS^toHrinlly^^dity, 

^^eepitricitTofPort- 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


t(rT^iii8if<wrtinie.*YDiuigpa»- 

I  ton  and  chtirdi  leaden  in  Ae  # 

X  Soudiera  Baptist  Convention  i  __  __ 
can  be  heard  saying  —  and  ao  it  is.  We 
now  are  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who 
have  come  before  us,  and  one  day  atop  ^K||B|||B 
our  shoulden  the  next  generation  will 
stand. 

William  Shakespeare's  dethroned 
King  Ridiardn^  unprisoned,  a  victim 
of  botii  treason  and  his  own  naivety— 
muttered  a  deprasiiK  commentary  at 
the  end  of  a  mkinae  fuD  of  rnoet,  await' 
ing  nothing  but  duuh  itself:  *lwaeted  Ipcaykxmj 

time,  and  now  doth  time  waste  me  *  postocs  and  lea 

As  a  pastor  1  sat  by  the  bedside  of  more  Convention  — 1 
than  a  rew  people  whose  final  dm«  were  quiddy.  Emyl 

foil  of  such  sorrow.  Impnsoned  by  regret  everygiftftom 
and  bound  by  dwindling  dsya,  th^  real-  thealtarofGos 

ized  aD  too  late  that  their  Um  had  been  useless  debates 

wasted  on  things  altogether  unimportant  exchanges  unh 

and  unnecessary.  God  we  simply 

Ftxnn  a  Roman  prison  ceQ,  tile  Apo^e  Tnisisourt 
Paul  wrote  to  voung  Timothy,  his  son  in  is.  May  our  tin 
the  fiuth,  on  the  draimstance  of  his  own  senMofGospc 

imptftfuiing  /ifntb  fodishnessof ' 

filial  bream  with  a  very  different  attitude  Christianmid- 

from  Shake^ieare’s  Richard  n.  but,  brothers  a 

nhe  time  for  my  departure  is  dose,*  gaming  to  ^ 

the  imprisoned  Gospel  warrior  wrote.  *I  time  now,  timi 

have  fou^  the  good  fi|^  I  have  finished  God'sGosp 

the  race,  I  have  kept  the  fiiith.  There  is  re-  our  generatioi 
served  m  me  the  crown  of  righteousness,  fameofJesus 
which  the  liird,  the  rkfateous  Judge,  will  among  the  nal 

giremeontiiaid^UTlinothy  4:6^1.  usto  join  Him 


Gimst  opinion 

with  Tony  Wbife 


God  and 
[out  on 


U.S.  Pteddat  Donald  their  constituents  and  confirm  a 

Ttiimp*8  nomination  of  Supreme  Court  justice  vrho  will 
Brett  Kavanau^  on  tiie  reflect  and  uphold  the  Constitu- 
evening  of  July  9  to  replace  the  tion,  or  cave  to  pressure  from  the 

retiring  Anthony  Kenxi^  on  the  extreme  abortion  lobby* 

U.S^  S^reme  Court  drew  tmmil-  Rusadl  Moore,  president  of 
tuQus  praise  from  some  quarters  Southern  Baptist  s  Ethics  and 
and  unmitigated  eondenmation  Rdidous  UberW  Commission  in 
from  others.  No  surprise  there.  The  Nasmdlle,  has  pledged  to  lead  a 
interested  pa.*tles  are  dl  spoiling  pro-Kavanau^  couition  of  South 

fbranextenddd^ditDomattertiie  em  Baptist  leaders  and  otiier 
nominee,  and  it  mpeaxs  everyone  evangdicais  in  the  impending 

is  ming  to  get  their  wish.  battle  for  confirmation. 

Using  heavy  bold  letters  and  In  a  letter  released  June  10  by 

undqrlines  to  en^hasiae  their  the  coalition,  it  is  stated,  *Witii 

militancy  over  the  nomhiation.  Judge  Kavanaugh»  President 
Planned  Parenthood  Action  Ftind,  Ttump  has  an  r^portunity  to 

the  money-raising  political  action  shape  the  directioD  of  the  Supreme 

arm  of  Planned  Parenthood  Fed-  Court  for  a  generation  or  more, 

eratioo  of  America  — the  largest  As  evairgelical  leaders,  we  sun* 

balwldlliiK  operation  in  the  world  port  PrreidRit'nrun^  anoiiiniee 
—  dedareoTon  their  web  site  that  and  will  pray  and  won  for  a  quick 

the  oonsetvitive  Kavanau^  is  a  confirmation  prooeas.* 

^  threat  to  the  American  wiy  of  life.  The  letter  has  nearly  40  signa- 

^fhe  oteit  hrltn,  'ftuinn  |usi  tarisa,  liwbwling  ramm  Oeuihent 

B  anaouaced  Brett  Kavanaugn  as  his  Baptisf  Conveimoii  (SBCD  presi- 
pidiforoi'i  next  SupremeCourt  dem  J.D.  Greeiir,  several  mimer 
Juftice  —  which  means  our  coQsti-  SBCjmtideiitiLfilBCasgrinvy 
tutfonair^toaceessabottloii  imwiiiiii  iil 

isatriaLTrumppraiiiiisedtoap-  Soatiicml^«istlanden.Toview 
point  iuitiDea.vM  would  *autD-_  titeoiiabrfcigBd  letter  and  liat  of 


that  tins  nu^  be 


finaPacripCPaul  wrote  from  a  position 
of  great  contentment  The  apom  had 
poured  out  his  life  fi>r  the  aovanoemeiit 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  (v.6)  and  at 
the  end  ofnis  diys  he  reminireea  with 
great  joy  iristead  of  walkmirig  in  sorrow¬ 
ful  regr^ 

Pieadi  the  Word.  Be  read|y.  Do  tiie 
work  of  an  evan^^list  Paul  wrote  tiiese 
words  of  urgent  exhortatiofi  to  young 
Thnotiiy  krwwmg  that  an  too  quidi^ 
tiie  young  man  would  fixKl  hhmsdf  in  the 
saine  (XHidition  as  the  old  ooe,  reflectixig 
on  hts  yesleryeais  while  anticqiating  a 
final  breatiL 

Time  paaaea  ao  quickly.  Yesterday  1 
was  a  preteen  boy  playing  basebaU  m  the 
badcyird  witii  nprorcaheis.  Tomorrow  FI 
be  sipping  a  senior  coffee  from  McDon¬ 
ald's  friends  frtan  decades  past  who 
do  goodtoJiBTremember  my  name. 


Commissioo  causes  instead  of  1 
proven  misslonal  mdboda  far  1 
reasons.  Lefs  hold  each  other  t 
without  holding  each  otiicr  in  < 
Lefs  pour  our  Bvea  out  for  the 


nancy.  Botii  sidea  —  thomraSo 
fevor  unlimited  abortfon  and  those 
who  frivor  the  oomp^  dbolitioo  of 
abortion  —  are  gfraiDg  for  war  over 
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unpt  watts  of  Jolf  4  «id  Qirifinwi  by  Sia  Missiaapw  Bapite  CaawBtii  tott 
S[tSMtsMgL‘5irto  JBttsan  MS  am  Sttschpiian  $11 9B  par  year  pawMs  in  atonos  CuMwy  phm 
op^lWtedpiitoiilfiiusatoctoto  toodca^ 

rf^htrtotttfto>»>OsstoM  toe  tow  — ore  cstwdsrwwt  prig  teripMsnsdpttliiillwi  daw. 

prior  to  iwyMsiMlpublicatiQntoa  m  atiiiinrnni  in  niiart 


Wbh  TYum]^  flbc  Whke  House  WfflKavanaugh,  possibly  wear* 
and  anti-reproductive  rights  ideo-  ing  the  black  robe  ot  an  Aseodate 

logues  oontiolHng  Congrm,  our  Justice  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 

healtii  and  rqditt  are  at  risk  like  cast  the  deddiim  vote  to  reverse 

never  before.  Stopping  Brett  Kava-  Roe  v,  Wade?  line's  confirmed, 
nau^  from  sitting  on  the  Simreme  time  wffl  teH  In  the  meantime,  we 
Court  is  a  fight  for  our  lives.  have  a  job  to  do. 

The  devoutly  pro-hfe  Suaan  B.  Pray  that  God's  will  be  done, 

Anthom  List  organization,  which  and  tfaurt  He  wfl]  be  efor^ed.  Pr^' 

claims  630,000  members  nation-  fortbelJfraaangfifeafly.  Prayfor 

%iride,  mm  tiiefr  intentiow  known,  wisdom  for  tiioae  director  involved 

too,  thitmdi  president  Matiorie  in  the  oonfinaation  proo^.  Pray 
Dannenfelser.  for  otimhendiMDOiig  tiie  warring 

*SBA  List  ia  mobilixing  the  fi»lioos.  Pray  for  your  sieniies 

prr>-^  grasaroota  natiomdde  wfaoaregoiiigtobcslBndfog 

and  in  key  Senate  battleground  acioas  the  line  from  where  you're 
states  to  me  tite  Senate  to  standing,  Pnythstttfaiiptocoun 

swiftly  onaflanJud^Kavaaau^.  try  will  not  be  torn  aeuoM, 
VulTkeratfieMMtoiiupfbrxe*  TWaalttlorwhkhbnjpaiiF. 
efedfootlfo  year  have  a  choice:  andffdocspYsetafrdiftejiifee. 

stand  with  the  Fiettdeat  and  Weneedtogetstaftad.NdW. 
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'Insider  Movements'  are  dangerous,  warn  scholars 


LOUI8VIUE.  Ky.  (BP  and 
local  rapofta)  —  A  ocfw  book 
edited  by  two  lilamir  studies 
semiuaiy  processors  at  South¬ 
ern  Seniliiaiy  in  Louisvifle,  Ky^ 
explores  the  weaknesses  & 
pooidar  "Insider  Movements” 
.in  Muslim  mlssiology- 

Blushm  Conversions  to 
dirist:  A  Critique  of  Insider 
kfovements  in  Islamir  Con- 
texlB,  rdeased  last  week,  is 
a  multi-author  academir  re¬ 
spond  to  Insider  Movements, 
a  missiological  approadb  that 
argues  Muslims  can  confess  Je¬ 
sus  as  Lord  and  lemain  Muslim, 
according  to  Islamic  studies 
prolmor  Ayman  S.  Ibrahim,  an 
editor  of  die  book. 

Ibrahim  is  die  BiD  and  Con¬ 
nie  Jenkins  Professor  of  Islam¬ 
ic  Studies  and  director  of  the 
Jenkins  Onter  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Understanding  of  idam  at 
Sondiem  Seminary.  Ant  Green- 
ham,  an  associate  professor  of 
missions  and  Islamic  studies  at 
the  seminary,  is  a  co^ditor  of 
the  book. 

Mutually  axclutive 

In  contrast  to  Insider  Move¬ 
ments,  which  often  ar^e  that 
missionaries  shouldnl  push 
Muslims  to  oper^  confess 
Christianity,  the  book  argues 
that  Christianity  and  Islam  are 
mutually  exdunve. 

"What  Insider  Movements* 
proponents  do  with  Scriptiue — 

diey  say  about  it,”  Ibrahim  said 
in  an  interview.  "Insider  Move¬ 
ments  proponents  allow  expe- 
rienoes  to  dictate  theoloccal 
understanding,  elevating  tnem 
to  become  prescriptive  uistead 
of  deseripove.” 

Two  of  the  main  proponents 
of  Insider  Movements,  Harley 
Tidnian  and  Kevin  Hig^his,  are 
both  American  missiologists 
and  contribute  two  chapters  to 
Muslim  C^onversioQB  to  Christ 
—  one  exploring  bow  the  In¬ 
sider  converts  view  the  Qu^ 
and  use  it  after  their  conversion 
to  Christianity  and  another  de¬ 
fending  the  Insider  Movements 
ideology  from  the  text  of  the 
New’Tnstament. 

The  rest  of  the  hook,  writ¬ 
ten  by  international  scnolars 
and  practitioners,  is  a  series 
of  responses  to  Insider  Move¬ 
ments  arguments,  as  repre¬ 
sented  by  Talman’s  and  Hig¬ 
gins's  basic  claims. 

According  to  a  credit  line 
in  an  article  by  Talman  in  the 
Winter  2013  issue  of  the  Inter¬ 
nationa]  Journal .  of  Frontier 
Misskdof^,  he  has  "worked  with 
Muslims  for  30  years,  including 
two  decades  in  the  Arab  world 
and  Africa,  during  which  he  was 
involved  in  church  planting, 
theological  education,  and  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid.  Talman  holds  a 
ThM  from  Dallas  Seminary  and 
aPhDfromPtiDer.  Hepreaendy 
tenches  Islamic  studiet.* 
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Muslim  Conversions 


GRO¥VINQ  EVBItY  DAY  -  Thousands  of  Muslims  gather  for  Friday  prayers  at  Moscow's  Grand 
Mosque  in  Russia.  The  mosque,  which  holds  more  than  10,000  worshipers,  was  derriolished  and 
rebuHt  on  a  larger  scale  to  accommodate  the  city's  growing  Muslim  population.  It  reopened  in  2015 
and  already  is  bursting  at  the  seams.  (IMS  photo) 

The  web  site,  mission- 
frtmtiers.org,  lists  Himns  as 
"the  International  Director 
of  Glcfoal  Teams,  which  is  de¬ 
voted  to  equipping  teams  from 
many  nations  to  multiply  &- 
ciples  of  Jesus  within  cultures 
least  aware  of  the  Gospel. 

been  uaed  ta  initiate 
msetpUng  movements  amoi^ 
several  Muslim  peo|to,  and  is 
currently  working  on  a  PhD  in 
Bible  translation.^  ^ 

InsMlar  iMlicalora  1) 

Ibrahim  first  began  seriously 
studying  the  Tn&ler  Move¬ 
ments  phenomenon  in  aoig 
after  hearing  from  a  oonoemea 
C3iristian  mad  who  had  been 
reading  some  the  movement's 
literature.  As  Ibrahim  explored 
the  movement,  be  noted  it  suf¬ 
fers  from  a  limited.  Western 
perspective  and  features  no 
voictt  from  people  living  in 
Muslim  contexts. 

Although  the  arguments 
voiced  by  proponents  of  Insid¬ 
er  Movements  are  varied,  they 
ultiinately  have  five  main  fea¬ 
tures,  acoordiiig  to  Ibrahim: 

■  Islam's  Muhammed  is  a 
pnmhet  in  a  biblical  senae. 

■  Muslims  can  be  hom- 
^gain  Cliristians  without  deny¬ 
ing  thdr  identity  as  Muslims. 

■  The  ()uran  is  still  useful  as 

Safoture.  I 

■  Biblical  language  that  is 
probleinatk  in  an  Islamic  con-  | 
text  should  be  altered. 

■  The  true  Christian  church  of  theae,  Ibrahim  noted,  but  "We  cannot  view 

is  Invisible  and  need  not  be  affirming  any  one  of  them  Movemeiito  as  a  monoBtfaic  en- 
phytically  distinct  from  a  stifl  oompronuses  biblical  and  t^,*  Ibrahim  said.  "The  propo- 
moaque  or  some  other  Muslim  theologk^  orthodoxy  and  has  nents  are  different  from  each 
community,  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  mis-  other  and  treat  thiiy  differ- 

Not  an  Insider  Movements  skm  of  the  Gospel,  he  said  in  endy.  One  scholar  may  aay  that 
proponents  would  affirm  each  an  interview.  Muhammad  was  a  prophet  in  a 


.  s;  y  M  i*  ^  »  IN  M  \  1  ^ 
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"We  cannot  view  Insider 
Movements  as  a  monoBtfaic  en¬ 
tity,*  Ibrahim  said.  "The  propo¬ 
nents  are  different  from  each 
other  and  treat  things  differ- 
entK.  One  scholar  may  aay 
Muhammad  was  a  prophet  in  a 


bfoBcal  sense,  but  another  schol¬ 
ar  may  dfeagree.  Thfe  book  is  in¬ 
tended  to  interact  with  thoK  ar- 
niments  and  demonstrate  bow 
oangerous  these  arguments  are 
for  me  sake  of  die  Gospd." 

Book's  contmetiM 

The  book  is  divided  into 
three  parts.  First,  Brent  Neely 
writes  a  long  essay  on  the  per¬ 
son  of  Muhammad,  critiquiDg 
what  he  calls  "revisionisr  in¬ 
terpretations  of  the  founder  of 
Isliun. 

Neeb^,  who  is  working  to¬ 
ward  a  doctorate  from  Trinity 
EvaimeHcal  Dhrinity  School  in 
Deerfield,  B.,  ministers  to  refu¬ 
gees  in  Europe  and  served  with 
nis  wife  in  the  Middle  East  for 
nearly  20  years. 

Pah  two  of  the  book  feamres 
15  lengthy  essays  from  academ¬ 
ics  addrresing  a  broad  range  of 
biblical,  tfaecMogical,  historical, 
and  misriological  issues  relat¬ 
ing  to  Insider  Movements. 

In  pari  three  of  the  book,  a 
wide  variety  of  contributors  in¬ 
cluding  missionaries  and  prac- 
titfoners  write  i6  short  articles 
from  the  perspective  of  people 
serving  on  the  field  in  Austra¬ 
lia,  Europe,  Asia,  and  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East. 

Many  of  the  contributors 
are  Christian  believers  from 
Muslim  backgrounds,  Muslim 
sdiolars,  or  missiologists  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Middle  East.  The 
book  features  the  writing  and 
research  of  Christian  sraolars 
from  all  six  fonrinenfiiL  rep^ 
aenting  not  only  ethnic  oiveraity 
but  aim  a  gi^  deal  of  pereonal 
and  academic  experience  inter¬ 
acting  with  Muamns. 

Tills  experience,  Ibrahim 
said,  is  cniaal  to  their  evahia- 
tion  of  Insider  Movements. 

Awarnmg 

"MusHms  are  coining  to 
Christ  in  millions.  'Ihe  Irender 
Movements'  approach  to  Islam 
—  claiming  the  prophethood  of 
Muhammad  'uid  the  validity  of 
the  Quran  for  converts  ~  har^ 
constitutes  the  on^  Christian 
optioQ,*  Ibrahim  said. 

"Instead  of  relying  on  west¬ 
ern  arguments,  as  Insider 
Movements’  proponents  do, 
we  brought  in  one  volume 
the  voices  of  Christians  from 
Africa,  Asi;i,  Europe,  [and] 
Australia,  including  believers 
from  a  Muslim  background. 
All  strongly  warn  against  the 
claims  of  Insiders." 

The  new  book,  available  on 
Peter  Lane  Inc.  or  Amazon  for 
$ii4.9&  also  features  an  essay 
by  Ibnuiim  and  an  introduction 
-  ^  Southern  Semnary  President 
R.  Albert  Mohier  Jr.,  along  with 
contiibutioiis  from  Southren 
Seminary  profeasors  Tlmot^ 
K.  Beougber,  aaaodste  dean, 
and  Geo^  H.  Martin,  chair  of 
the  department  of  evangelism 
andmimioiis. 


The  BAFTiarr  Rbcxird  Jidy  12, 2018 


I 


fSrilcd  and  then  tjoTiaheidl.  Wodotd)t 
^  BUY  find  ai  moat  0^  %voiikl  iome 


Kfioe  waiting  for  an  appointment 
1  pidoed  up  a  magaane  and  %va8 
flipping  throiigh  it  I  ran  aaxMS  an  aitide 


atop  \TO,  bade  >ou  up,  shut  you  dciwn.  It 
oQuia  be  bankniptiy  or  divoroe,  an  iol^ 

or  an  Jmdl  heartbieall^nSd^^l^’t 
stop  tiiere.  You  can  Ip  ban  up  and  move 
forward.  God  n  not  mioug^  with  you.  Just 
like  He  picked  tp  one  after  anotheri^ 
another  when  He  was  waOc^the  paths 
around  the  Hdy  Land  in  Hisoiy,  He 
comes  aloog  now  and  touches  and 

lenevra  the^  lehivigorates  thent  esufofes 
them  to  gd  iq>  and  »  forward  todgy.  He 
may  be  writiikte  msto^  at  whkh  hitu^ 
generatkxM  wiD  kxdc  back  and  be  encour¬ 
aged  Leave  a  mate  for  tixm.  Ifgybe 
wuVe  ftdied  but  then  you  flouriahedL 
lM>e  you  dropped  out  of  church  ttkd 
find  it  hard  to  jet  up  and  go  back  and  nog 
nod  dt  and  ahiie  a;^  you  joat  wonder 
bow  that  wfl  al  be.  Let  God  you  and 

gd  up  and  fooe  it  even  tte  week.  Maybe 
3CU  have  had  a  broken  leiatinnship  with 
a  ftiend  or  aftmAy  mendxr  and  thas 
brooght  pain  to  your  heart  for  dgys  or 
weeks  or  ma]^  even  years.  Why  not  to- 
.  day  look  for  uiat  path  that  God  itoidd  give 

Tboaekind  youtoreestijMiahthaf  itdaHonahl^ 

although  enableyou  to  be  strong  and  bkeaaed  again? 

nithwvoioe  Tochy  n  the  dev  that  yai  not  on^  can  find 
lyberhage  some  oftheftAs  to  your  foinih^miled  and 

3ua^tfaey  then  flouridied  who  wiD  write  the  story  for 

tedeven  people  who  wiD  come  and  kwk  baccara 

fill  to  their  agy.  *My grandmotfaer/grandfathfr...,* 

nmity.and  arid  teu& story  of  not  your  toUures  but 

igdimh,  yourflooriahinginepkeofyourftuhires. 

ouriehedand 

Tito  author  am  be  conlocled  or  dtoee- 
owho  ficitiB^mbch.oiv. 


Know  Your  Family 


not  always  ew  to  find.  Hie  buthia,  some  me  louaiiinmaKiq*  tnirtwnoDH 

foDo  don’t  want  to  know  t^thdrlniiilr  yew  family  tws.  Tb^rfailedT 

was.  Why?  WeD,  there  ace  some  feDcs  who  **“**••■'!*»  thing,  killed  a 

inaynothiBewfaatdi9fiiid.OlherfDlkB  faflef  In^ywiwewi^iome  life,8Dnetop 
dont  want  to  kmmbecauMtlMydon't  like  notorionaldndirffci^soineleBendaiy  atenciblewqr 
tfaefamilydiatdMydoknow.S^ifynu  nowerecylwJ 

have  some  time  to  rami^arouiid  through  msyfindtow 

yrMirhkargy^i^mig^Kf  »n  dw  dumb  tfatop  OT  Said  dumb  thm0  QT  bawfotfaH.  11 

revviuding  Joarncy.  FerKnaDy,  I  have  not  JuBt%ventcraay,buttfaQrareienieim)erBd  and>oudont 
gotten  tmo  genealogy  a  great  deal  About  Decatneofth[ttgreaffoilutes.Beiioce  Youmightdo 
as  for  ae  I  have  looked  is  to  get  to  contact  )S»  get  too  mart  with  thoaefolkajMt  ^esofgraoe. 
vvithnwgieat-graat-grndpare^  remeotethattoaaenM,thae8aflofuL  YonmaBr 

datotkoowthembutlknowstuffabout  *ForaB  have  stoned,  and  come  diort  of  fttonrfofoedL] 
tiiem.  Beyond  that  I  have  had  sooie  of  the  gforyofGod”Citomaiia  3:23^  Bvery  fid,ooniiBteni 
nv  own  nafolks  who  spent  a  great  deal  otwofue  baa  stoned.  So  many  timee  I  juatstou^go 
atome,e£foit.  and  even  money  liactog  thtokaboutoDeafourwockerBinooeof  Vouwfluai 
myoKidrT'sDneagealtiiewwbackto  our  prisons  at  IwaBvWttog  there  this  past  namesmgyiii 
Founding  Fathers  nere  in  the  U.S.  of  A.  year.  He  made  the  observation  and  the  buttfaeycoun 
For  you  and  for  those  who  come  after  comment,  *Wbat  if  you  were  constantiy  livestofoitfaa 
you,  it  may  be  a  worthwhile  venture  to  thougto  of  and  icmenibered  for  the  worst  forwaiddayb 
spend  soine  time  waDdngtiirough  your  tiiiv  you  ever  did?*  He  was  tsIkiiK  about  andconttouec 
pa8tasyoujouiTMyintovourfiiture.Of  the  mmates  in  that  fodtttv,  each  orthem  thefiaxofinn 
course,  if  you  are  rdatea  to  Ahriilnm,  maikedandkiiownbyalMaatoiieoftiie  offolksyouni 
David,  Jonah,  or  some  oftheapoaties.  the  worst  tilings  they  ever  did.  It's  before  youmayhave 
Bible  serves  as  a  neat  book  to  trace  A  lot  tixm  every  day  and  everybody  around  oraeentiielrfl 
of  your  heritage,  but  there  are  not  malty  them  and  peo^  who  don’t  even  see  them,  isenridiedby 
of  us  who  connect  that  for  back.  At  the  WhniftiiBt  was  the  information  provided  ]ived,andthe! 
same  time  as  you  think  about  that,  you  to  eveotKxb^  around  you?  Every  day  now.Youmav 
know  that  tboe  are  soine  Stole  characters  you  brought  about  the  terrible  pain  you  churth,hdm 
to  whom  ^  would  rust  as  soon  not  be  tiiougto  arid  did  and  and  about  it  Irsktod  foitii^tothd 
connect  The  aitide  I  vraaieaihEig  didn’t  of  a  bad  deiJ,  isn’t  it?  Sometimes  people  8imple,caihM 
8ototio^oftoik,butletinetoatpomtoui  would  find  that  our  pest  has  a  histprical  mademiBwoi 


r- '  '1  •.  t'.  1 1 '4* ■  il 
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Vacation  Bible  School 


ESCATAVWA  mURCH,  ESCATAWPA.  rM«ntlv  cofxlucted  ORIFFrm  RgEMORIAL  CHUItCN,  JACKSON,  recwidy  hM  Vacation  Bibia  School  with  ( 
Vacation  Bibia  School.  Picturad  ara  partietpanta.  avaraga  attandanca  of  136. 


IT  :  - 


a-  V  ” 


FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH,  GRENADA,  hald  Vacation  Bibia  School  Juna  11-16  with  tha  thama.  Shipwvackad  -  Risen iid  by  Jaaus.  rwampa  attanclanoa  was  100  with 
61  adults  and  ^M>ulh  halpinQ. 


;•••.  OVV'.  ■V->-r,'.V. 


What  I  ten  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light  afx3  what  y^a^tiear  v^ispered  ifiyour  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


THURSDAY.  AUGUST  9.  2018  FRIDAY.  AUGUST  10.  2018 
6;00'8  45  p  m  6:00-9:30  p.m. 

Macedonia  Baptist  Church  First  Baptist  Church 

Brookh'aven  Brookhaven 

Visit  ivr.cv  msIcJdOf  ,:ypu  oiq  for  f^^istration  and  list-  ot  classes 

oft**  eel’ 


Online 

Giving 


Do  you  want  to  avoid  the  stress  of  cash  flow  for  your 
church?  Online  giving  is  the  way  to  do  it!  It  inspires 
the  younger  generation  to  give  and  moves  you  into 
the  world  of  tomorrow! 

Contact  the  Stm^ardstlfp  Dapartment  at  601-292-3347  or 
thaveH^mbcb  org  fot  suggestions  and  additional  info. 
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AUGUST  16,  2018 

DESOTO  HILLS 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
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retreat 


MONDAY,  AUGUST  13,  2018  1  8:30  A.M.  -  2:30  P.M. 

RISING  SON  RETREAT  CENTER  1 444  LAKE  ROAD  |  FRENCH  CAMP,  MS  39745 

-  KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS  - 
Tommy  Giilon,  Falrvl0w  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 
Stan  Waathorford,  Copiah  Baptist  Association 


$25  raGISTRATION  FEE  DUE  BY  AUGUST  6  — ^ 

l  '  open  TO  ANYONE  WHO  MINISTERS  TO  SENIOR  ADULTS  \ 

I  To  rea«ter.  visit  www.mbcb.ofg/^ior-aduit-ministry.  For  questions,  contact  Discipleship/FamiMMind 
|f  601-292-3284  or  e-mail  tpresson@mbcb.org.  "  H 
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Kavanaugh’s  Supreme  Court 
nom  stirs  hope,  exasperation 


DPFV  LUS:  HGVCHM-VUWBH 


Have  fim  with  enffj$09nqfhy<mdex»xiseyow^ 
knoivMI§e.AE3naJagtietV€r9imBibkvenehashem^ 
coMbyletiu^mietiMk^  Thei  wm  letter  is  suhetitufed 

Antwerfo 


:  WASHMGTON  (BP  aiid  locirf  statemeol  his  of^mizitkn  k>^  after  Kennedy's  reCirnDent 
I  raports)  -  Piggidaft  Donald  forward  to  a  nominee  %dio  will  announced. 

^Thimp'a  nnminatkai  ai  Brett  IL  uphold  the  First  Amendment 
I  KMUOsh,  53»  to  die  U.&  Su-  and  die  ori|^  public  meaning  lliiynraii  lltonMrill 
I  ptcme  Cooft  on  the  eeeniiiK  of  oftheGoiiBdtiftfoQ.*  . 

5«e9«|aaiyuitori>tyi.-  .  11ieAilitiice.Defai.^PW^ 
ShKgsmnof&wloiigthedM-  dom  takes  on  the  moat  dSi&utt  «  Omter  far  Rw^ 
P  edRoev.  Wade  abortion  miinK  lawsute  attacking  rehcioiiB 
and  odier  Ugh  court  dedrions  fteedom,  sudi  as  die  cakebite  moR  ^  Kenned/s  rrthca 
fovoredbyHberabwiBsiirYhe.  ftom  Colorado  and  the  dorist  %ms  dtyartahng  news. 
Retiring  Aaaodate  Juatioe  from  Waahington  State  who  rtriMBofdicoom^nor^ 
anomineeoC  dedined  to  beoonae  involved  in  figm  m  eatraownnaiy.^ ^ 
maM  Reagan  —me  aei  weddings  because  of  tore  of  repio  Tuctive  nghts  i 
r  obaervcrs  as  didrreliafoiiabdiefo.  tfaehne.* 

nog  been  die  Under  kkConndl’s  leader-  Oonfinnadon^afift^M 
vote  on  many  ship  and  die  support  of  fidow  vadve  to  the  hig^  court  doei 
iowthathad  Republicans  in  the  Senate,  Con-  msure  rewrsal  of  ito 
liberals  split-  grass’  iraer  chamber  changed  deoaxm  diat  Ifgaliani  aboi 

^  ^  _ ^  ggr  veteran  of  mi  ndmoefora  approval  of  Got-  nationwide. 

£’oourChh  letuement  will  be  suc^  in  2017  to  require  only  a  ^  Associate  Jiytioe 
^  *  majority  vote  to  ooaurm  a  nomi-  Tbomas  la  the  ocuy  current  n 

lee  to  the  Supreme  Cbort  Pto-  her  of  the  Supienie  Co^ 
vious  Senate  rules  re(|uired  a  has  caflrf  for  orartuming 


John  14:3 


Anthony  Kennc 
U.S.  President 
described  by  m 


NESHOBA  tAPniT  CmmCM,  UMON.  MCHIIOIID  gAPmT  MMCM  M 
IIS  IS  PBAYemiUY  SiBKWG  A  il-  RUML  LEE  COUNTY.  NS.  NEAR  TU* 
VOCATIOIIAL1IIONSNIP  LEADER  A^  PBO  IS  SEBONO  A  M-VOCATIOilAL 
OR  YOUTH  WmSTER.  OpSofialliouang  PRAISE  TEAM  LEAOCRRRISIC 
a  tvtimii.  Ptoait  tmal  iwsnw  to  NSNSTER.  EmaH  fstumt  to  iMpUftwof' 

NathotaSipNeLcMi  or  nwl  to  MsiAobo  rtoptoadorOgmoll  cow _ _ 

BjjatiaMiicli.P.O.B«  174.01^^  8EEKIN0  A  FUU.-T«E  PASTOR  - 

i?2!5: _  BCTHANY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Locatod 

'OREWBAPnrrCHUNCHISSEEKmOA  NMarWton.llStotoaWlNiietcomwufi^ 
Bt- VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  PtoaMiwail  of  Soiitoafo  LauSantoto  Coynty  PtoOM 


BBttiBliiias 

The  Senate  wfll  vote  00  Ka- 
vanaimh's  nomination  this  foD, 

U.S.  Senate  Mrinrilsr  Leader 

Mhch  MoComf  (E.-Ky.>aakl  ^  - 

from  the  floor  of  the  Senate  on  edge  tn  the  Senate.  With  Vice 
June  28.  DemocnCs  and  Ubaad  President  Mike  Pence,  a  Re* 
advoca^  ofganiaMions  have  d-  publican,  standing  by  to  cast  a 
ready  signaled  they  will  fight  any  tie-brealdng  vote  if  neoesaarv, 
oonunee  from  TYmnp.  Republicans  could  sdO  push 

While  defend^  of  abortion  Kavanaugh  through  die  oon- 
rigfats  and  other  causes  pro-  firmation  proceaa  without  ai^ 
dkted  doom  if  another  ’manp  Democrat  votes  -  if  Repubu- 
oominee  like  his  fost  Supreme  cans  don't  have  more  than  one 
Court  nominee,  Ned  GotbikSi,  is  defection  and  Pence  is  caDed  on 
confirmed,  evangdkal  and  con-  for  the  de-breaker, 
servadve  leaders  eraresaed  hope  However,  handicapping  tte 
for  a  certain  type  oOurist  vote  has  alrea^  bes^  as  ob- 

*The  preto^  vacancy  comes  servers  try  to  ^$ure  out  which 
at  a  critra  momenL  as  Chris-  Republicans  may  defect  to  vote 
twin*  increasingly  mkd  them-  "no*  and  whkh  Ueinocrrts  may 
selves  having  to  defend  the  moat  defect  to  vote  "yes.” 
basic  of  American  freedoms  ERLC  President  Russell 
in  courts  of  law,”  said  Andrew  Moore  and  Farris  both  ac- 
Walker,  director  of  policy  stud-  knowledged  Kennedy's  legacy 


Cliiscfi8t,Ortoi^ll$3S737 


ir.  o«nie  pn^ 

ft  Religious  LibertyCommis-  important  votes  and  sometiines  joming  if  oonfinned  feOow  Ro- 
Q  (ERLO  in  Nasfavw.  opinioiis  in  defense  of  freedom  man  Catholic  jiistioes  Oarenoe 

‘‘President  Trump  has  an  00-  of  relfeion  and  speech,  but  be  Thomas,  nominated  by  US. 
rtunity  to  nnmimtfg  a  jurist  also  offered  critica]  support  for  President  George  H.W.  Bush; 
o  sees  hh  or  her  job  man  op-  abortion  rights  and  same  sex  Samuel  Alito.  nominated  by 
rtunity  to  interpret  the  Con-  marriage.  President  George  W.  Bush;  Sonia 

tution  as  hiflL  not  m  one  wants  Advoretes  for  abortion  rights  Saiitomayor,  nominated  bv  Pres¬ 

to  be,”  WaUDer  told  Baptist  especiaDy  cxpreamd  den^  ident  Barack  Obama;  and  Chief 
S88  in  written  oomnient8.nDur  about  another  noininatioa  from  Juatioe  John  Roberts,  nominated 
jntryne^ajudgeonfoeSu-  Trump  widi  his  party  in  control  by  President  George  W.  Buah. 
■me  Court,  not  someone  who  oftfaeSenate.  Kavanaugh  hat  been  married 

icovcrs  ilkamiy  ri^Ra  in  it*  *Abottion  will  be  illegal  in  for  14  years  to  Ashley  Bates  Ka- 

Mkhml  Pariia,  prerident  of  twenty  atates  in  18  months,”  vanauf^  a  Texas  native.  They 
knoe  Defeodliig^Freedom  in  tweeted  CNN  Senior  Legal  have  two  daughters,  Margaret 
Rtadale,  As.,  mm  in  a  written  Analyst  Jeffrey  Toobin  ahoi^  and  Lia. 


It  e01-40S-4S0>  or  bsiwytonwty  com 


y 
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cont.  from  p.  1 

"This  happened  basicaDy  on 
the  second  day  we  were  here," 
Jenkins  said.  Mission  team 
membeiB  who  had  split  into 
three  ^roup  to  conduct  pas¬ 
tor  training  Vacation  ra>le 
School,  and  constructicni  out- 
reaches  were  summoLsd  back 
to  Croiz-dea-Bouquets. 

"For  t¥ro  days  (afterwards) 
I  would  say  it  was  tense, 
Jenkins  tola  BP.  "We  were 
blessed  that  this  started  to  oc¬ 
cur  when  we  had  come  back  to 
the  compound  that  first  night. 
We  were  not  able  to  leave  the 
compound." 

Gunfire  was  coming  "from 
any  direction*  at  the  hei^ 


They  (LCM)  have  been  very  accommodatirig  to  us 
in  allowing  us  to  exteiKl  our  trip.  Everyone's  in  good 
spirits.  We  have  plenty  of  food  arxJ  water.  We  foel 
safe  arKJ  secure  where  we  are.  We  miss  our  homes. 
We  miss  our  families,  but  our  main  objec^  is  to 

remain  safe.* 


of  Mt.  ONvot  Church  in  MartwaM,  Oe. 


of  the  violence,  Jenkins  said. 
ThfW  were  bumina  tires,  ex¬ 
plosions  going  on.  and  mis¬ 
sion  teams  realized  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  fidlowing  government 
contingency  plans  tor  evacua¬ 
tion  and  smty. 

"It  just  was  a  tough  situa¬ 
tion,”  he  said.  "We  see  li^t  at 


the  end  of  the  tunnel* 

Georgia  putor  Jason  Wehb 
is  lodged  with  a  22-member 
mission  team  about  55  miles 
from  Port-au-Prince  at  Life 
Connection  Mission  (IjCM) 
in  Montrouis.  Webb,  pastor 
of  Mt.  Olivet  Church  in  Hart¬ 
well,  Ga.,  has  reserved  a  flight 


BSU 

cont.  from  p.  1 

west,"  Luncefbrd  pointed  out 

In  addition  to  Hoffpauir’s 
internship  at  GSU,  he  has 
oeen  serving  in  a  part-time 
role  as  college  minister  at  First 
Church,  Statesboro.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  in  2017  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary  with  a  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  de^ee  with  an  emphasis 
in  collegiate  ministry.  Hoff- 
pauir  and  wife  Jana,  a  high 
school  Elfish  teacher,  have 
been  married  five  years. 

"Walt  Barnes  has  been  a  fre¬ 
quent  speaker  on  maiw  of  our 
V  s^ampus^"  Lunceford  noted. 
"He  serv^  from  2012-2015 
with  [former  Mississippi  Gufi 
Coast  Community  CfoUege  Dis¬ 
trict  BSU  director]  Matt  Mid- 
dlecamp  and  [present  director] 
Steven  Craver  at  the  Jefrerson 
Davis  campus  [In  Gulfoort]. 

"Walt's  love  for  oo&ege  stu¬ 
dents  and  the  ministry  ot  BSU 
has  marked  his  life  since  his 


student  days  at  Itawamba 
[Community  College  in  Fulton] 
and  Ole  Miss.* 

Barnes  and  his  wife  of  12 
years,  Catherine,  have  two 
dau^ters;  Iz^,  age  five;  and 
Lottie,  ^  two. 

"Chris  Thomas  is  no  strang¬ 
er  to  the  work  of  .BSU.  Since 
1998  he  has  served  on  the  ad¬ 
visory  committee  of  the  BSU  at 
Itawamba  Community  Qd^e. 
Chris  ha^  had  a  fruhnil  minis- 

and  collie  s^uSm^^e  has 


MS^  udio  LLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professtonal  Audio,  Video,  A  Limiting 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Thaoper  Hales 

info@nisaudiollc.coin 


P.O.  Box  1575 
CHmon,  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


Submission  Guidelii^  ^ 


The  Baptist  Becxifd  is  plaaMd  to  publish 
nsMm  and  phoiogiapha  of  special  avanh  that 
take  place  in  coopeialiho  churches  of  the 
Missisaippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depictino  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
^  will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  agnail  address  below,  and 
must  be  incfudM  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed  AH  artidet  must  be 
received  in  writing,  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  wiH  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible. 

Please  make  arbcies  concise.  Include  the 
who.  what.  ^len.  where  details  of  the  aloryi 
f ,  along  with  a  oortect  person's  address  and 
tsiephons  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  elsclionioalhf 
via  email  es  attechmerds  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 


aopy  pbotofrapha  II 
fMHbai 

must  be  deer;  sharp,  and  % 
graphs  must  depict  peopfeH  | 
ing>,  or  obfecscnly  I 
Photographs  containing  inapprojfdiaa  geAuras 
and  obfectionable  dothing  not  be  pubkahed. 
Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
itoms  that  do  not  reproduce  wel  on  newsprint 
are  generaly  not  pubishable. 

There  is  no  guaranies  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wM  be  pubkahed.  and  unsokcitad 
material  wil  not  be  acknoiMedged  or  returned. 

Al  news  rtems  are  subfect  to  editing,  and  ak 
photographs  are  subfsct  to  cropping.  Haws  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  pubkshad  one  time 
only.  Deedkne  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  pubkcabon  dete.  Artides  that 
are  not  date  eeositive  wA  be  published  on  a 
space  svailsbis  basis.  These  guidekys  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submit  news  to  The  Bapbd  flecoid.  P.O.  Boa 
530.  Jecksoa  MS  3d20frC530.  NUC  (fiOf )  202-^; 
3330.Emd»:l 


to  return  home  Friday,  he  told 
BP  today. 

There  are  protcMs  sched¬ 
uled  for  today  and  tomorrow, 
and  hopefiilfe  by  Frid^  die 
protests  wft'  be  over  sna  well 
be  able  to  have  safe  pssssge  to 
Port-au-Wncc,*  Webb  said. 
That's  our  hope.* 

Webb  and  ms  team  arrived 
in  Haiti  June  30  for  misBion 
outreaches  inrroding  a  medical 
dink,  food  distrftMimon,  VBS. 
and  construction  wmk,  ana 
originally  planned  to  return 
home  JuW  7. 

"Th^  (LCM)  have  been  ve^ 
accommodatiiig  to  us  in  al¬ 
lowing  us  to  extend  our  trip. 
Everyone's  in  good  spirits.  We 
have  plenty  oflood  and  water. 
We  foel  safe  and  secure  vdsm 
we  are,"  Webb  said.  "We  miss 


our  homes.  We  miss  our  fomi- 
hes,  but  our  main  objective  is 
to  remain  safe.* 

He  could  hear  gas  cans  ex¬ 
ploding  Saturday,  W^b  told 
BP,  aim  encountered  a  road 
bloat  when  die  team  ventured 
onto  the  street  sfter  Sunday 
worship. 

Chris  Watson,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  GracePoiiite  Churcn  in 
Douafos,  Ga.,  has  received  s 
gooarifiortfromhis36;niem- 
ber  mission  team  on  the  island. 

They  are  doing  wdl*  Wat¬ 
son  told  BP.  *Th^  are  in  the 
dty  (tf  Lfogkne,  vrmch  is  about 
an  hour  sway  from  Port-au- 
Prinoe.  They  were  supposed  to 
return  Saturday,  but  obviously 
those  plans  changed.  They 
have  b^  in  good  spirits  and 
have  had  adeq^e  resources.* 


been  very  involved  in  the  lives 
of  his  students...  and  worked 
doaely  with  other  student  pas¬ 
tors  in  the  work  of  our  conven¬ 
tion.  He  has  always  been  an  ad¬ 
vocate  ft>r  the  ministry  of  BSU,* 
Lunceford  said. 

For  more  information  on 
Mississippi  Baptist  coDegiale 
ministay,  contact  Luncmrd 
at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Tekpbone:  (601) 
292-3299.  E-mafl:  lhinceford@ 
mbcb.org.  Web  she:  %vww. 
mbd>.org. 
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cu8€s  His  people  of  disobedience,  portant  as- 
of  cheating  Him  (of  robbing  Him  -  pects  of  the 
NIV).  They  aren't  aware  of  their  sins:  law  -  jna- 
*What  do  you  mean?  When  did  we  tice,  me^, 
ever  cheat  you?’  ’You  have  cheated  and  faitn. 
me  of  the  tithes  and  offerings  d^ie  to  You  should 
me.**  Malachi  3:8  (NLT)-  The  people  tithe,  yes, 
have  either  grown  to  ^rd  that  they  but  do  not 


Bannister 


Grieved  •  2  Samuel  13:15-20,  31-39 


“In  die  course  of  time,  Amnon  son  of 
David  fell  in  love  with  Tamar,  the  beau¬ 
tiful  sister  of  Absalom  son  of  David,* 
2  Samud  13:1  (NIV).  In  the  Middle 
Eastern  Royal  Courte  vrith  extensive 
polygamous  marriages  and  large  ha¬ 
rems,  family  relationships  became  veiY 
complex.  Amnon  and  Absalom  are  hatf 
brothers,  Absalom  is  Tamar's  brother 
and  Amnon  is  Tamar's  half  brother. 


servants  to  bring  her  into  his  bed¬ 
room  and  dien  lulled  Uriah  to  cover 
his  adulterous  afifeir.  Since  Amnon 
Mfy  expected  to  become  King,  he  feH 
entitlea  to  do  an3fthing  he  wanted  just 
like  David.  Amnon  prmbly  had  never 
luK^  MftuX  Nathan  told  David  after 
telling  him  God  would  honor  his  re¬ 
pentance  and  not  kill  him  for  his  sins 

invnlvinff  IlriAh**  wtf»  anit  mimlar 


and  had  his  servants  throw  her  vio¬ 
lently  out,  even  though  she  besgtd  her 
bromer,  Amnon,  not  to. 

Then,  the  next  calamity  from  David's 
own  funily  develops.  Anmlom  discov¬ 
ered  what  had  happened  and  b^an  to 
plan  how  to  take  vengeance.  Absalom 
teDs  Tamar  not  to  teU  anyone  about  be- 
ii^  raped  so  he  could  plan  1^  revenge 


parendy  Absalom  was  certain  the  King 
wouldnT  come  but  the  invitation  pro¬ 
vided  more  cover  for  his  evfl  aeheme. 
Absalom  callously  manipulated  Kina 
David  to  send  Amnon.  his  ciownea 
prince,  to  represent  the  idngdom  at  the 
Sheep  Shearing  FestivaL 

*Absalom  ordered  his  men,  'Lis¬ 
ten!  Wlmn  Amnon  is  in  high  spirits 


living  arrangements  caused  mu^  con¬ 
fusion  and  certain]^  did  not  lead  to 
healthy,  happy  fEunuies  or  homes. 

Amnon  was  Kina  David’s  oldest 
son  and  expected  to  follow  him  on  the 
throne  of  ferad.  Amnon's  feelii^  for 
Tamar  are  a  perfect  example  of  the  sin 
of  adultery  of  the  heart  as  taught  Iv  Je¬ 
sus  in  die  Sermon  on  the  Mount  ^ou 
have  heard  that  it  %vas  said,  'Do  not 
commit  aduheiy.*  But  I  tdl  you  that 
anyone  who  looks  at  a  woman  lustfij^ 
has  already  committed  aduheiy  witn 
her  in  his  heart,*  Matthew  5:27-28 
(NIV).  This  active  unfulfilled  lust  took 
a  great  toll  on  Amnon,  *Amnon  became 
frustrated  to  the  point  of  illness  on  ac- 
connt  of  his  sister,  Tamar,  for  she  was 
a  virgin,  and  it  seemed  impossible  for 
him  to  do  anything  to  her,  2  Samuel 
13:2  (NIV). 

Amnon  was  very  frustrated  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  lust  and  scheme.  He  knew 
that  his  father.  King  David,  had  lusted 
after  Uriah's  wife,  Bathsheba,  and  sent 


(Uriah)  with 
the  sword  of 
the  Ammo¬ 
nites.  Now, 
therefore, 
the  sword 
will  never 
depart  from 
your  house, 
because  you 
despised  me 
and  took 

the  wife  of  Uriah  the  Hittite  to  be  vour 
own.  This  is  what  the  LORD  says:  'Out 
of  your  own  household  I  am  going  to 
bring  calamity  upon  you,**  2  Samuel 
12:9-11  (NIV). 

The  calandty  from  your  own  house¬ 
hold  appeareef  in  one  w^  when  Am¬ 
non's  cousin,  Jonadab,  onered  an  evil 
devious  sebemt  to  trick  Tamar  into 
Amnon's  bedroom  where  he  could  over 
power  and  rape  her.  Amnon  succeed¬ 
ed  in  canning  out  this  sorted  scheme 
and  rapeu  her.  Then,  he  rejected  her 


Explore 


with  Don 


sebem?  is 

-  a  perfect 

e  X  a  m  p  1  e 
to  illus¬ 
trate  Jesus* 
teaching 
about  mur¬ 
der  in  the 
Sermon  on 
the  Mount 
Jesus  said, 
*You  have 

heard  that  it  was  said  to  the  people 
long  ago,  *Do  not  murder,  and  anyone 
%vho  murders  wfll  be  subject  to  ludg- 
ment  But  I  tell  you  anyone  who  is  an- 
fty  with  his  brother  will  be  subject  to 
judgment,*  Matthew  5:21-22. 

^  the  next  two  years  Absalom 
seethed  quietW  with  anger  against  his 
brother.  Absalom  benn  to  imidement 
his  plan  to  murder  ^  broths,  Am¬ 
non.  His  plan  was  so  evil  that  he  even 
invited  thw  father.  King  David,  to  the 
party  where  he  was  to  kul  Amnon.  Ap- 


Don't  be  afraid.  Have  I  not  given  jou 
this  order,**  2  Samuel  13:28  (NIV). 
Word  mistakenly  reached  David  that 
all  of  his  sons  h^  been  killed.  2  Sam¬ 
uel  13:32  (NIV)  explained,  *My  lord 
should  not  think  that  they  killed  all  the 
princes;  only  Amnon  is  dead.  This  has 
been  Absalom's  expressed  intention 
ever  since  the  day  Amnon  raped  his 
sister  Tamar.* 

*After  Absalom  fled  and  went  to 
Geshur,  he  stayed  there  three  years. 
And  the  spirit  of  the  king  longed  to 
go  to  Absalom,  for  he  was  consoled 
concerning  Amnon's  death,*  2  Samuel 
13:3^-39  (NIV).  The  calamity pronh- 
esied  by  Nathan  continued.  Absalom 
came  back  to  Israel  but  he  and  David 
never  visited  with  each  other  and  fi¬ 
nally  Absalom  openly  rebelled  after 
four  years. 

Hicks  is  associational  missions  di¬ 
rector  for  Jasper  Association  in  Boy 
Springs, 


Tithing:  An  Obedient  Response  to  a  Gracious  God  •  Malachi  3:7-12 


Tithiim  IS  referenced  throughout 
the  Old  iWtament.  Itthing  was  a  way 
of  expressing  obedience  and  thank¬ 
fulness  to  God.  In  the  beginninx  of 
Malachi,  (»od  reminds  His  unfaiuful 
people  of  His  faithful  love.  The  prople 
are  offering  substandard  sacnfices 
(Malachi  1);  the  priests  are  not  honor¬ 
ing  God  (Malachi  2).  God  is  ivaming 
that  judgment  is  coming  (Malachi  3). 

Malachi  3:7-ioa.  Obedience  is 


are  uiuware  of  their  disobedience;  or. 
they  are  justifying  their  actions  and 
choosing  to  perform  their  reli^ous 
sacrifices  to  ttieir  own  specifications. 
Today  many  Believers  cnopse  to  jus¬ 
tify  (fisobefieoce. 

In  verse  10a,  God  makes  an  appeal 
for  His  people  to  "Bring  aU  the  fifties 
into  the  stdfehouse  so  there  will  be 
enough  food  in  ny  Temple.*  (NLT)  Our 
fithas  are  ghmi  to  our  local  congrega- 


Jesus  crifidxed  the  Relimous  Lead¬ 
ers  for  their  hypocrisy.  He  encour¬ 
age  the  people  to  practice  what  the 
religious  leaders  tau^t,  but  not  to  *..; 
follow  their  example...*  Matthew  23:3 
(NLT).  Jesus  accused  them  of  per¬ 
forming  for  the  praise  of  men.  Jesus 
addressed  the  giving  of  the  religious 
leaders:  •.^Hypocrites!  For  you  are 
careful  to  titne  even  the  dniest  in¬ 
come  from  your  herb  gardens,  but  you 
ignore  the 


tkm  for  the  upkeep  of  the  building,  die 
sspport  of  our  landers,  and  to  frirther 
the  aftnislry  of  the  BagBose  of  God. 


neglect 
the  more 

important  things.*  Bfatthew  23:23 
(NlTI  As  Beli^rs,  tithing  should 
be  the  beginning  of  what  we  offer  in 
obedienot  to  God.  In  2  Corinthians  9, 
the  Christians  are  collecting  money 
for  the  serihriiig  Christians  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  fM  saps  they  gave  eagerly  and 
enthaMBpiahr;  thus,  nmtivatink  oth- 
ers  to  iilirifoii  encouraged  Bellmrs 
0  Corinthians  16:2) 
and  Corinthians  0:6-7). 

He  fMHKBkiai  that  "...God  loves  a 


person  who  rives  cheerfully.*  2  Corin¬ 
thians  9:7  (NLT) 

Malachi  3:iob-in.  Obedience 
is  blessed  by  God.  In  these  verses, 
God  promises  abundant  blessings  if 
the  people  will  repent  axxi  turn  back  to 
Him.  God  didn't  need  their  sacrifices. 
His  desire  was  that  His  people  would 
serve  Him  with  obedient  hearts.  He 
challenges  the  people,  *...lf  you  do...I 
will  open 
the  win¬ 
dows  of 
heaven  for 
you.  I  will 
pour  out  a 
blessing  so 
great  you 
won't  hiave 
enough 
room  to 
take  h  in! 

Try  itl  Put  me  to  the  test!*  Malachi 
3:10b  (NL1}. 

Jesus'  life  was  a  fesstament  to  bow 
Believers  should  waft  In  the  freedom  of 
the  Spirit  God  pasvidss  forpor needs 

^^compming<^^ 


attitudes.  Jesus  dted  a  poor  widow 
who  gave  two  small  coins  as  having  *.„ 
given  more  than  all  the  others  who  are 
making  contributions.  For  they  gave 
a  tiny  part  of  their  surplus,  but  she, 
poor  as  she  is,  has  given  everything  she 
had  to  live  on.*  Mark  i2:gp-4^  (NLT). 
She  gave  out  of  her  need,  but  tues  mo¬ 
tives  and  her  attitude  were  pure.  If 
I  see  my  brother  in  need,  do  I  ignore 
him  because  I  already  prid  my  Bthe? 
In  admonishing  us  to  love  one  anoth¬ 
er,  John  writes  that  *If  someone  has 
enough  mo^  to  live  well  and  sees  a 
brother  or  sister  in  need,  but  sho%v8  no 
compassion  -  how  can  God's  love  be  in 
that  person?*  I  John  3:17  (NLT). 

How  much  should  a  Believer  give  to 
God?  A  Tithe?  Less?  More?  As  with  ^ 
of  our  choices,  our  giving  falls  under 
the  two  greatest  commandments:  *... 
you  must  love  the  lord  your  God  with 
all  your  heart,  all  your  soul,  all  your 
mind,  and  all  your  strength.  Thassec- 
ond  is  equally  important:  'Love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself.*  No  other  ooas- 
mandment  is  peater  than  these.*  Maik 
12:30-31  (NLT).  Believers  si 
with  grateful  hearts  to  a  Si 
Gave  His  AD  for  each  of  us. 
a  tithe  and  contiiiiis  to  give  ( 
and  grace. 

Bamnutorkamsmberqf 
dfooTfr,  WoodaOk.  r 
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Just  for  the  Record 


VyntNIY  CHURCH,  COVmOTOM-JEFF  DAVIS  ASSOCUTION,  hM  a  kwby  <Mication 
sarvica  on  Fatfiar't  Day.  Rcturad  from  laft  ara  tha  McCluraa.  tha  Baglays,  lha  Barbara,  tha  Gravaa, 
and  paslor  Nathan  Barbar. 


HAiyWIVmJ^  CHURCH,  IIARRKRVSIJE,  had  a  baby  dacfca- 
tion  aar>A»  Juna  T7  Bwc  irickidad  (bom  laft)  Sath,  JoK.  and  Magan 
McOaniat  paalor  Bobby  McKay:  and  Laah,  Mlchaai  and  John  Bargin. 


(^laft)  CROOKED  CREEK  CHURCH,  SILVER  CREEK,  hald  a  Mamorial  Day  sarvioa  on  May 
27Tfn  attandanca  was  tha  Color  Guard  from  Lawranca  County  High  School  (from  laft):  Captain  Ryan 
Huffstuda^.  CadarO-An  Tumaga,  and  Ryan  Whita  (at  podium).  Dava  Caaas  (on  staga).  tranaitional 
pastor.  (At  right)  Tha  church  alao  racanily  hSd  a  baby  dadicabon.  Picturad  from  laft  ara  Aflan  and 
Damian  Bakar  with  Abla,  and  transitional  poaior  Dava  Caaas. 


SOUTH  LOUISVILLE  CHURCH,  LOUISVILLE,  raoogniza  M 

thair  studant  Bibla  drill  taam. 

In  other  Church  Newt: 

>  Htmt  Zion  Churafi,  lytartown,  will  present  Heaven's  Gates 
and  Hdl's  Flames  July  2^  23,  and  24, 7  pan.  Free  admisaion. 

Not  recommended  for  diUdm  under  ase  9.  For  information, 

(601)  B76-b932. 


Staff  Changes 


Rewvals  &  HoMComi 


ESCATAMRA  CHURCH,  ESCATAMIRA,  FIRST  CHURCH,  WINONA,  has  oaiad  Jay 
racantly  wakx)mad  Matt  Morsa  (right)  as  pastor  Andaraon  (righc)  as  pastor,  affactiva  May  13.  Pio- 
Picturad  with  Morsa  ara  (from  left)  wifa  Katharina  turad  with  Andaraon  ara  (from  laft)  wife  Amy  and 
and  childran  Will  and  Providanoa.  childran  Jaaaa,  Jared,  and  Savannah. 


►  JeftHBleiw  ClAveli, 
KoooAmSot  EevM,  Ady  15 

-  iB;  Bsn„  usip  ubl,  fol- 
kmedby  oiMlSdU  liSGS 
•eadfiDjUnB  >-Wed^7 

mrvfa^  Geos  WA- 

I  MShw27^aMireli,  rth 
*  lelHieho  Coyfity:  Eevhtd, 

Ms  15-17;  Sun.,  11  •.!&. 
and  5  pan;  Mon.  -  Tlgdk' 
7  Shear  Crawfotdp 

spiaAer;  Uth  Harrie,  iwr- 
abp  leader,  Orpyaon  Mor¬ 
row,  pianist  . 

^  Vikory  ChiiiSi, 

SaoaSoM;  Revival,  July  22 

-  as;  Son,,  11  eon.  and  6 
pan,;  Moo.  -  WedL,  7  pan.; 

I  Toniagr  Winders,  speidmr; 
BiUy  IteiL  musk;  Nadian 


pastor.  I 

►  RaSy  fprings  Ctiurali,^ 
rnwains.  Revival,  Jtdy 
ISt  ai^iBn.r  11  aon.,  fol- 
tMwdMraowwd  dish  meal 


Moo.  -  M.,  7  P-in^  MR  ^ 
MMcf,^  paHor;  Qmriotte . , 
R0o4y,iiiimk. 

^  C^aord  CltnraiL  Sndtii  ^ 
Cotasly:  Rovhalr  >5  - 
iB|  Sba,  11  aA,  fwowad  '4 
It  foncb;  Moo.  -  WeMf 
7  p^;  Jay  WeaSwoolo,  £ 


^  Naas  Hop#  ChiiraKp 
SturaS:  Revival,  July  22^ 
-  27;  Bun.,  11  aon.  ft^kwed  % 
by  hmeh  and  afternoon  aer- ^ 
vice;  Moo.  -  Fri.,  7  pon.;"^ 
Ken  Riley,  speaker;  James  ^ 
Stuart,  n^t. 


CONCORD  CHURCH,  DRY  CREEK,  waF  STRONG  HORS  CHIRICH,  WESSON,  held  a  » 
coyad  naw  paetor  Marvin  Robbins  aral  hie  wda  bsnquat  Juna  30  honoring  psstor  Robin  Rishar  and 


